CPR

Thank you for contacting the Center for Parental Responsibility (CPR).
 
CPR is a self-help organization for parents, grandparents, as well as second spouses, friends, and relatives (other extended family) who have experienced unfair outcomes in family court, or seen how those in their family were treated with disregard and bias in family court, due to divorce or paternity actions. We mostly work with fathers, but there are also mothers who have experienced the irrational outcomes and been artificially labeled a non-custodial parent.

Your questions and individual circumstances are important to us. As you have likely experienced first hand, family courts are often destroying what little is left of the fractured family. We are very sorry if your family is one that has been harmed instead of helped in family court. 

Your participation in CPR is critical not only to educate and empower yourself for your own personal case, but even more importantly, to assist as a partner in the family law reform movement. The problems in family court are not a result of poor outcomes in any one case, or any one bad judge. There are no easy answers or “fixes” for any one case. There is no “silver bullet.” The problems in family court run deep because of the special interests of lawyers, judges, bureaucrats, and others who benefit financially from the breakdown of your family. Family court is full of perverse incentives that exploit children by marginalizing one fit parent without proper evidentiary standards and without just cause.

Most people contact CPR because of problems in one of the following areas: 

1. Custody/Parenting Time Issues: inability to see your children, inability to exercise your parenting time because of custodial parent resistance, or inability to obtain information about your children, and no one in the system (judges, law enforcement, case workers, etc) is willing to help you. You want equal time with your children and don’t understand why it’s so difficult for a fit loving responsible parent to share the responsibility when you are ready, willing, and eager for equal shared parenting.
2. The county has taken an action or written a letter that treats you like a criminal: Oppressive and Gestapo-like child support collection and enforcement tactics create circumstances impossible to perform and the family law court system/Title IV-D magistrate system doesn’t seem to care about truth, facts, or logic. 

3. Financial Issues; excessive and unrealistic child support, child care, and medical costs are making it impossible for you to self-sustain and you’re going into child support arrears each month, even though there is an inability to pay. 

4. False Allegations/Order for Protections. The police kicked you out of the house and you don’t even know why or what to do.  You were accused of abuse when there was none, or maybe you were even the victim. You may find that an order for protection is filed against you (without just cause) as a means by which the other parent uses merely as a legal strategy under false pretenses to obtain an advantage in a custody battle. In these cases, the system is likely treating you as if you are guilty until proven innocent – the opposite requirement under the rule of law in this country.

CPR is a 100% volunteer organization at this time, which limits our ability to respond quickly. The speed at which we are able to respond to you is dependent upon the number of volunteers we have available to assist with these inquiries. Currently, the volume of inquiries far exceeds the volunteer base. We are sorry we can’t respond immediately. 

CPR is a grass roots reform organization. If you are only looking for someone to “fix” your case, CPR is not for you. Our primary focus is research, education, advocacy, and support.
CPR does not provide legal advice. We are not a legal services organization. Any volunteers we do have are people just like you, who have gone before you, and experienced the system and can only offer their personal experience (what they did right and what they did wrong) so you can learn from their mistakes and their successes.


YOUR NEXT STEP: (These are a number of things we recommend for you at this time)

1)   ATTEND A MEETING/EVENT. CPR held free monthly meetings at William Mitchell College of Law for 7 years. As of 2010, those meetings are no longer being held. Instead, we work only with those who display initiative to volunteer their time for our family law reform movement projects for an extended time. If you provide us your email, we will add you to our email list and you will then be notified of any meetings or upcoming events or other suggested activities to mobilize with others.

2)   WATCH OUR TV SHOW. We have a weekly TV show on Metro Cable TV Channel 6 (Mpls/St Paul) every Wednesday night from 8:30 pm – 9:30 pm. Each month there is a new episode that plays four Wednesdays in the month. This show provides educational discussions that will empower you. Some past shows are being streamed online at www.cpr-mn.org. Tell others about this show. You are our only advertising. This show is the only one of it’s kind actively exposing the problems on the air. Mainstream media will rarely cover these issues. 
 
3)   TOP 20 THINGS YOU CAN DO. Because we have no paid staff at this time and are therefore unable to talk with everyone who inquires with CPR, we have produced a list of family law reform activities you can do to help make a difference.  These activities are proven strategies for change, but we need mass amounts of people willing to take initiative in these areas. Your help is critical to changes in family law reform. You can find these specific instructions under the work/volunteer section of our website at:

http://www.cpr-mn.org/Documents/MTG%20Flyer%202B%20Get%20Involved%20Top%2020%20for%20Anyone.pdf
 
4)   PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR COMPLETE CONTACT INFORMATION. In order for us to help you, we do need your email (primary method of communication), mailing address, and a phone number to contact you. We do not sell our lists. The information is confidential. Getting your full contact information provides us more leverage with those who influence family law reform, because our numbers of interested citizens are an indication of our strength as we expose the problems in family law and work towards solutions. Please return an email back to us at info@cpr-mn.org, if you did not provide your full contact information the first time.  
 
5)   IF YOUR ISSUE IS URGENT. If you feel you must talk with someone right away, we do recommend you leave a voicemail at 651/490-9277 and we will do our best to have one of our volunteers get back to you. However, our ability to get back to you is limited by the volunteers available at any given time. If you do not get a return call or email, it means there are no volunteers available at this time.
 
6)   HELP DIRECT US TO PEOPLE WHO HAVE A HEART FOR OUR MISSION. CPR is 501(c)(3) organization, which means we are a non-profit organization and contributions are tax-deductible. As our fundraising efforts evolve and the finances become available, our services and availability will expand, and we will hire someone to work in our office so we can be in a better position to respond more quickly. If you or someone you know has a heart to contribute to CPR please mail your tax-deductible donation to:  CPR, PO Box 130776, Roseville, MN 55113. A receipt will be mailed back to you for your tax records. Please designate CPR on your United Way pledge.
