CPR

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW!
Want to Be an Advocate for Family Law Reform?

Do you want to DO something productive to drive change NOW? 

Are you DONE standing by, while family court continues to destroy families & children?

Do you want to protect the next generation – i.e. your sons?

Where to focus your efforts if you want to see change:
· Reform will occur by educating the 3 branches of government (judicial, legislative, executive/government agency).
· Reform will occur by building a “critical mass” of people who demand change, as did the civil rights movement in the 1960’s.

· Reform will occur through the media. The media is the most important reform tool because it influences public opinion and public opinion of the masses influences legislative and judicial reform of current policies.
SIMPLE “top 10” LIST OF ACTIVITIES ANYONE CAN DO
Here is a list of simple reform activities that require no cost, little effort, minimal time, and no training. The longer people do nothing, the longer it will take to achieve the family law reform necessary. If nobody helps, nobody will get help. The more than help, the more will be helped. Anyone can get involved by doing the following activities:
1. Call and email your state legislator. Tell them changes are needed. Explain in 2 minutes or less the most destructive things that happened in your case and how it affected your kids. Write your story in one page as a leave behind. The legislative process is extremely political. Legislators prefer to avoid these family law issues. Know who you can trust to defend family law reform, and who you can’t at the legislature. Ask the legislator to give you a commitment (yes/no/when) on how they will help achieve family law reform, and continue to follow-up with them at least once every two weeks until we see change in the following areas:
FOCUS OF LEGISLATIVE REFORM -  we won’t give up until we see: 
a. a presumption of joint physical custody – to ensure the constitutional right for each parent to provide care & custody to their child(ren) and protect the child’s right to equal access to both parents, despite the parents living in two households. Adults don’t divorce their kids and shouldn’t be forced to do so by the courts.
b. eligibility standards and means testing for Title IV-D services – to limit government subsidized child support collection and enforcement services to a) those on welfare, and b) those at risk of being on welfare, in order to comply with congressional intent of this welfare service program, and keep private cases private to eliminate unwarranted government intrusion 
i. to protect your familial privacy and data privacy
ii. to limit IV-D services to those cases where the government has a direct pecuniary interest
c. limit the transfer of income from one household to another – to ensure that child support is limited to basic needs and does not include lifestyle support and makes each parent equally responsible for raising the child according to their own individual financial means while the child is in their care – no adult and no child should ever be guaranteed a standard of living
d. consequences for false allegations of domestic abuse – to prevent one parent from using a false allegation to gain an advantage in a custody hearing. There must be penalties for parents, lawyers, and organizations that actually are “coaching” women to “set up” a situation with their husband so they can create a conflict and provoke their husbands to do something so they can have a reason to call the police and call you and abuser.
e. consequences for interference with parenting time – currently no police and no judge will enforce cort ordered parenting time for a noncustodial parent. Judges abandon their responsibility by saying “what do you want me to do, through the mother in jail?” Police officers abandon their responsibility by saying “I can’t do anything about it, it’s a civil matter.” There is currently no meaningful recourse for an NCP, when the custodial parent refuses to let the dad see the children.
f. to remove family law from the court system OR repeal no-fault divorce, because a no-fault has no place in a fault-based court system that only knows how to adjudicate blame and innocence. Mediation and parenting plans are a good alternative.
g. and other key family law reform issues that will help ensure the well-being of children 

h. If your legislator has questions you can’t answer, please refer them to CPR, and give them our phone number 651/490-9277 or email: info@cpr-mn.org.
2. Distribute and post CPR TV Flyers. CPR provides colorful 8 ½ x 11 flyers available for you to put up anywhere and everywhere (coffee shops, work place bulletin boards, bowling alleys, men’s restrooms at bars and court houses, your attorney, your judges clerk, etc). Just bring your own tape along and put up the flyer. Go back occasionally and see if it’s still there. Replace ti when it’s down. The TV show is educational in nature and exposes the problems with family court. The show is hard hitting, unapologetic, and demands change. This TV show is beneficial for parents who have been destroyed by family court, and it is critical for our opposition to see this show so they know we are speaking out and driving change. 
a. HOW TO BEGIN: Get more flyers at the Sunday night monthly meetings. If possible, let us know in advance how many you want; we’ll make sure we have enough at the meeting.
3. Know our opposition. The opponents who fight against us and resist family law reform are those who support the status quo in family court. Our opposition typically includes anyone making money off the demise of families: MN Department of Human Services, judges, divorce attorneys, bar association, family court services, custody evaluators, GAL’s, domestic violence industry, child support magistrates, AFSCME gov.t union, county (IV-D) attorney, etc. But don’t’ forget, our biggest opponent, is public apathy!  You must fight harder to change the system than our opponents are fighting to keep it in place.
4. Call into radio talk shows. When you listen to your favorite radio stations and they begin to talk about anything related to family law, custody, child support, divorce, etc., we encourage you to become an activist by calling in. Make your opinion known about how unfair, bias, and broken the whole family law system is and how much it is damaging children. Conclude your statements with a plug for CPR – instruct the radio host and the listeners to check out the Center for Parental Responsibility for more details, and give the website over the radio, cpr-mn.org. Contact CPR and let us know you called in and let us know what station and what radio host had you on-air, and CPR can follow-up with some general information about the organization and add that station and host to our media database.
5. Write letters-to-the-editor. Any and all newspapers run articles and columns about family related issues. Papers only print letters-to-the-editor when they relate to an article that has been written in the paper. You can however, take just about any remotely related article and turn it into an opportunity to write 100-200 words and email your letter-to-the-editor. The more the paper gets bombarded with our perspective the more they will realize there is a critical mass that is very unhappy with the status quo and demanding change. You can direct all media inquiries to CPR.
6. Give advice to others. CPR is a self-help organization. Most people that contact CPR initially, are looking for assistance in their own personal case. CPR has no paid staff to help people; we need volunteers to do this. If you have learned something from your family court process, either learning what to do for greater success or what not to do to prevent failure, please share it with others. Type up any instructional learning process, tools, or helpful research, or suggestions you have, and send it to CPR so we can turn it into a handout or brochure to help others.
7. Attend Meetings Regularly Every Month at William Mitchell College of Law. The way to ensure family law reform is to build a critical mass, because it is the most important civil rights movement of our day. Our current meeting room holds about 60 people. We need to build a critical mass that will make us known as “a force to be reckoned with” (like Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr). The more people who attend our meetings, the more legislators and others who can influence change will realize that people really do care about family law reform. Family law reform will occur quickly if we are forced to move our meeting to the auditorium at William Mitchell, which holds over 500 people. If the motorcycle association and hunting associations can get 3000 people at the Capitol to demand change, we must get at least 500 people at our meetings each month. Keep coming back – it works! Bring 2 people with you!
8. Educate yourself. Nobody will care about your case more than you do. Information is power. Knowledge is power. The more you know, the more you can drive your attorney to fight for you, and the more you can help the family law reform movement. Read everything you can on the CPR website: www.cpr-mn.org. 
9. Fundraising. We know most non-custodial parents are barely squeaking by financially. We won’t appeal to you personally for excessive contributions – BUT WHO DO YOU KNOW? Once you have contributed your $50 annual membership contribution to CPR, if you believe in our mission and want to help us raise money so we can afford and provide more meaningful and specifically helpful services to parents, please give CPR leads to those people who can afford to contribute and who might have a heart for our mission. WHO DO YOU KNOW?  Please refer us to your personal contacts – maybe you can set up an appointment for us with: your boss, your rich uncle, some well-known parent of a kid your kid goes to school with (i.e. Ron Gardenhire, MN Twins Mgr, etc.); or who owns the company you work for? Would they talk to us about a tax-deductible donation to a very important non-profit?
10. Refer others to CPR. You are our best advertising campaign. Spread the word. Invite others to the meetings, get others on our email list, and tell others about the TV show. Most people hear about CPR too late in their process.
MOST IMPORTANT WAY TO WIN THE BATTLE: Pray without ceasing.                             Updated: January 2008
